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Message from the World
President

Dear friends,

I hope you all had a happy and blessed Easter.

| received great news from Japan of their new president who is a former Junior Dele-
gate. Her name is Riko Ogawa. | wish her every joy as she takes up this position.

Many thanks to those countries who responded to our discussion document. Sorry if |

was a bit severe in my last letter but we got a response! This work could not be done

without the unfailing support of Val Gribble and | thank her very much for all she has

done and all she is about to do. There is an
busy persond! This is very true of Val

The time has flown by and | can scarcely believe that World Council is happening next
year. On the first of May the World team met with representatives from each diocese
to formulate our plans for council, some details of which can be found further on in this
newsletter. We had scheduled this meeting for earlier in the year but weather condi-
tions in Ireland at the beginning of the year caused many plans to be changed.

My love and prayers are with you all,

Emila




Letter from our Chaplain

Greetings,

It is hard to believe that it is barely a year before representatives of the GFS from
many parts of the world will be gathering in Ireland. We look forward to welcoming
you all and | can assure that the welcome will be both warm and friendly. In a recent
survey Ireland was deemed to be one of the top five friendliest countries in the world
but please do not ask me how such a thing is measured! Suffice to say that many visi-
tors to our shores testify to this fact again and again and | know that you also will

discover it for yourselves.

As | write this letter the signs of spring are beginning to show. We have endured the
longest winter for many years and experts tell us that spring is a month late in arriv-
ing but better late than never. The fields and hedges were badly burned by continous
heavy frost and even the daffodils have not yet appeared in abundance.

However let me assure you that all this will be forgotten by the time you arrive. |
know that you will find a great variety of green for which our land is justly famed.

Let me further assure you that the frost did not penetrate our hearts which will be

wide open to welcome you,

Until we meet may God keep you all in the palm of

his hand.
With warmest best wishes

Yours sincerely in Christ

+Walton Empey, Chaplain to the World President

..............

Mrs. Louis Emp

Ella, who will be familiar to those
who were at World Council in Ko-
rea, recently was enrolled in her
local GFS branch
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Ireland

Greetings from Ireland to all G.F.S. member

How quickly time slips past. As | am writing this we are in the season of Lent,

the time when we are recalled to prayer to reflect on the ministry of Christ. As

Holy Week approaches leading to those three days in the year when the saddest
and happiest all happened - Good Friday: The day Jesus was crucified. Easter Sun-
day: Jesusd Resurrection.

This is also one of the busiest and most exciting periods within the G.F.S. calen-
dar year in our country. Leaders and girls working with great enthusiasm to have
their competition work completed by the deadlines. Each year | am amazed at the
high standard of work produced.

The Syllabus for the Handcraft competition encouraged creativity and allowed :
freedom to express their individuality. The
Creationod booklets provided the girls with
0God the Creatordé and 0God as our Faithful

This time of year heralds the news and dates for camps and trainings. The first
such event is the All Ireland Camp which is being held in Kilkenny College from 7
-10" April. Seventy five girls and their branch leaders will travel to Co Kilkenny,
situated in the southern part of Ireland .The varied programme covers many ar-
eas of sporting activities, handcraft workshops, etc, etc. We are looking forward
to spending a brilliant time together.
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The second event dAn All Ireland Leaders Training Conference. This event will be

held on the weekend of 25 "-27™ June in the Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co Fer-

managh situated in the northern part of Ireland. The theme for the conference '
i s 0O Training together for the Futureod..
ing, that we can encourage the trainees to develop their gifts of leadership, wel- )
come their contribution and support them in the future.

In the month of March, we have had some wonderful inspiring Diocesan Festival
Services, followed by prizegiving and reception. These events are the highlight of
the year; leaders and girls come together for a time of worship and fellowship.

We are all so aware that 2011 is fast approaching and the thoughts of hosting
World Council is exciting. Please keep Emila in your prayers at this time.

With love,
Florence Higgins

Central President
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News from Japan

We celebrated the 150th anniversary of the Anglican church in Japan last September.

It was a very sunny day, we had more than 2000 people attending from all over the
world.

The archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.Rowan Williams preached at the service.

We also had the festival the previous day. Many groups of the Anglican church made
small booths each. GFS had their own corner showing our activities and we sold some
handmade stuff raising money to help our activity.

The Anglican church in Japan started June 1859 when the Rev. Channing Moore Wil-
liams, a missionary priest of Episcopal Church, landed at Nagasaki in southwestern Ja-
* pan. Some years later, other missionaries from England, the U.S. and Canada arrived
- and began working in Japan.

- We thank God for this da y and enjoyed meeting people from so many different places.




