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OVERPASS

Connecting GFS Members across Australia

As we near Advent, | reflect over this past year and stand in awe of our
great God! | believe we have achieved some of our goals since Australian
Council in January this year.

| thank God for:
Our Executive team and their work on rewriting the constitution (and
other contributions)
The teams that visited PNG and the Solomon Islands (the reports
follow)
The bi-monthly Overpass and the website that is kept current and your
contributions to help us achieve good communication
My attendance at MU council in Melbourne
My great visits to: (thanks for your hospitality!)
- GFS groups in Melbourne
- Brisbane for their Diocese 150"
- Rockhampton for their 125" celebrations (see articles)
For South Australia celebrating their 130 years!
For our representation to the CNET/YNET meeting in Newcastle
For the wonderful work being done in the dioceses around Australia
For the satisfactory conclusion of the Northern Territory Project with
over $5000 being sent to the NT Bishop for the ongoing training of
indigenous leaders

Prayer Points

For a joyful Christmas
Season and safety in all
holiday travel plans

Continued prayer for
wisdom regarding the GFS
Australia’s Constitution an
for Executive as they work
through the document.

i |
National Executive as they There is much to be thankful for!
plan the Mid Term
Conference for 2010 in
Brisbane

It is with sadness though we remember the passing
of our friend Sue Owen on the 2" October and am
grateful for Deb Wadeson representing us at her
memorial service on the 9" October in Sydney. Our
thoughts and prayers continue with her family and
dear friends that will miss her sorely. Here is an
excerpt of her eulogy:

For continued support of
our GFS World Projects in
PNG and South Korea

Cheryl Selvage’s ordinatic

on the 4th of December Good and faithful servant Exhorter, Encourager

and creative visionary! What a blessing her many years of involvement
with GFS across Australia has been. We are the richer for her service, her
vision, her analytical perspective, her great sense of humour and her care
of her sisters and brothers in Christ. Her passion to bring the gospel to a
hurting world was inspirational and | know that many lives in GFS have
been touched by her commitment'.

Our GFS Sisters in the
floods in the UK

For protection for those in
the bush fire regions

May the Lord richly bless you and your families this coming Holy Season

All those sitting for end of 5 5 ryitful 2010 (see you in Brisbane on the June long weekend!)

year exams
Blessings Kate
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SOLOMONS TRIP

34 New Members were admitted at ST. Barnabas Cathedral on ST. Michael's
day, a 4pm service was conducted by the Dean, the rector of the cathedral
officiated and the Archbishop blessed the banners & admitted the girls, there was
communion, servers, crucifers, censors etc, the whole works, a beautiful choir
sang (lots of our girls are also in the choir). A big welcome dinner followed with a
special cake, lots of speeches, & beautiful food for a large crowd (maybe 200) of
GFS'ers in their colourful uniforms, their friends
families & quite a large contingent of guests,

+ church & political it was fantastic. Gail & | felt so
proud to be there for them all............. Blessings

~ Thanks Bev and Gail for your commitment to this
= Mission. We pray that God will continue to guide
the inclusion of the Solomon Islands into the
World GFS Family. Kate

Bev & Gail with girls, cutting the celebration
cake following the admittance service.

The crazy patchwork workshop
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BC:AD - by U.A. Fanthorpe
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# S This was the moment when Before
turned into After, and the future’s

un invented timekeepers presented arms.

- $ This was the moment when nothing
-1+ 0 $%& happened. Only dull peace
+ $%& sprawled boringly over the earth.

3 This was the moment when even energetic
Romans could find nothing better to do
than counting heads in remote provinces.

And this was the moment

when a few farm workers and three
members of an obscure Persian sect.
Walked haphazard by starlight straight
into the kingdom of heaven.
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Training at Popondetiz Cathedral
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Advent Reflection

“We need no wings to go in search of Him, but have only to find a place where we can be alone and look upon Him present
within us.” St Teresa of Jesus

Last weekend GFS Leaders in Perth were fortunate enough to have a couple of days
retreat away at the unique monastic town of New Norcia, which lies about an hour and a
half north-east of Perth. Whilst there, we had the wonderful opportunity to quietly share in
the life and rhythms of this extremely hospitable Benedictine community. The sense of
stillness and calm that permeates the area was palpable, and it left us feeling incredibly #
refreshed and renewed. It also gave us the space and time for reflection, which | thought

was really appropriate as we approached this Advent season. :

For it reminded me how important it is for all of us: whether we’re busy, run-off our feet

people; or sedate, time on our hands people; to take time out so we can reflect and think about what really matters. What
does it mean for us that Christ came all those years ago to live and be with us? In this season of peace, goodwill and
approaching ‘Christmas cheer’, where many people’s spirits are bolstered; we can get a sense, a glimpse of all that could
be when people reach out to each other in love, as God reaches out to us. Hope fills the air and we want to gulp great big
lungfuls of it, to grab it quickly with both hands. Yet Advent teaches us that we’re to slow things down, to anticipate and
wait expectantly for how Christ will enter our hearts and touch our lives anew this Christmas. This time of waiting is a
wonderful opportunity for us to reconnect with God at a deeper level. As Mary Reed Newland wrote, "...you cannot just
walk into such a blaze of glory without preparation. You must creep up to it, think about it, count the days, watch the signs,
and prepare."

May your preparation for this Christmas be a wonderful joyous time of reflective moments in deep communion with our
amazingly gracious God. And may you and those you hold dear have a truly holy and blessed
Christmas this year, love and God bless from the Reverend Josie Steytler.

% 4
#
e want these newsletters to contain things you teekinow, see and |, @ $"
share with others around Australia. It will be [isied bi-monthly and b 01
any items you wish to add can be senfAbtY TIME to: Noeleen [EJM C D; E

Stewart 4 Elfreda Avenue Sorrento WA 6020 or subnbithrough the JI
ebsite.




